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SECTION I: INTRODUCTION TO PALO ALTO UNIVERSITY (PAU) 

PALO ALTO UNIVERSITY PROFILE 

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

This Catalog and its contents are subject to change without notice as the School deems necessary and appropriate. All disputes 

regarding School compliance with the contents are subject to exclusive resolution under the Institutional Grievance Procedure. 

Students are provided a copy of this document at time of enrollment and this document is maintained on the PAU website at 

http://www.paloaltou.edu. Students expected to keep themselves apprised of any changes, and are held responsible for 

knowledge of them.  

OVERVIEW 

Palo Alto University (PAU) is a private, not-for-profit educational institution, founded in 1975 as the Pacific Graduate School of 

Psychology (PGSP), an independent professional school. To reflect the growth of the institution to include masters and 

undergraduate programs, PGSP re-incorporated as Palo Alto University in August 2009. PAU is dedicated to education with an 

emphasis in the behavioral and social sciences; to promoting future innovators and leaders for the benefit of society; to 

generating knowledge through research and scholarship of the highest level; and to providing services to the community 

informed by science and scholarship.  PAU engages regularly in a multi-year strategic planning process, the most recent of 

which may be accessed at http://www.paloaltou.edu/about/strategic-plan.  

As of 2016, PAU confers degrees in clinical psychology (M.S., Ph.D., and Psy.D.), counseling psychology (M.A.), and general 

psychology with emphases in business and social action (B.S.). PAU is accredited by the WASC Senior College and University 

Commission (WSCUC), with programs accredited by the American Psychological Association (APA).   

PAU frequently collaborates with regional and international institutions to achieve its mission of engaging minds and improving 

lives. The student body is highly diverse and represents those seeking a first-time degree, re-specialization in clinical 

psychology, or an additional degree in their field of practice.  Students come to PAU with undergraduate and graduate training 

backgrounds from a wide range of fields including education, sociology, biology, business, law, and physics. 

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS 

Lƴ мфтрΣ 5ǊΦ wƻōŜǊǘ YŀƴǘƻǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎǳƭty were hired to begin instruction. Dr. Kantor was a 

prominent psychologist who trained at UC Berkeley.   

Dr. Allen Calvin was hired in 1984 after serving as Dean of the School of Education at the University of San Francisco. To 

enhance the credibility of the school and the ability of its graduates to be licensed, Dr. Calvin began the process of evolving the 

ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ 5ǊΦ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ олҌ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ tD{t ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀte 

school with a single doctoral program of psychology into an accredited university with multiple undergraduate and graduate 

programs, and particular strengths in areas such as diversity. During these years, the Board of Trustees approved a tenure 

system for faculty at the University, a Faculty Senate was established, and an AAUP Chapter was formed.  Dr. Calvin retired in 

2016. 

5ǊΦ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ was hired as president in 2016. She came to PAU after 18 years at the City University of New York 

(CUNY).  Dr. Connor completed a dual degree program from the University of Arizona, where she received a Ph.D. and J.D. in 

Psychology, Law, and Policy. She is a member of the bar in Arizona and Washington, D.C., and clerked for the Honorable Patricia 

Wald, then Chief Judge of the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals.  She served as Chair of the Psychology Department at John Jay 

College from 2002-2008, where she hired close to 30 faculty and built a leading program in law and psychology.  From 2008-

2016 she directed the Doctoral Program in Psychology ŀǘ /¦b¸Φ  5ǊΦ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ǿƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ t!¦Φ 

http://www.paloaltou.edu/
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SELF-DEFINITION IN A CHANGING FIELD 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ t!¦Ωǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ tƘΦ5Φ 

degrees that differed in content. Specifically, the clinical psychology PhD degree that PGSP and other professional schools 

awarded at the time was quite different from the PhD awarded by university-based PhD programs. University programs trained 

small numbers of students, were heavily research-oriented, and had as their mission the training of the next generation of 

faculty members in clinical psychology. Professional schools trained many more students, were more practice oriented, and 

sought to train practicing clinicians. Accrediting agencies sought greater consistency between the training students received 

and the degree the institution offered. Many professional schools chose to move to the Psy.D. degree as a way of clarifying 

their mission. PGSP, at the time, decided to continue offering a Ph.D., and this decision required a rigorous balance of research 

and clinical training consistent with a practitioner-scientist model for the Ph.D. program.  These decisions continue to define 

t!¦Ωǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ nature of its faculty. 

EXTERNAL PARTNERSHIPS AND GROWTH IN PROGRAMS 

Responding to managed care and other social changes in the 1980s and 1990s affecting mental health service provision, PAU 

began to broaden its offerings. A WASC-approved, joint Law and Psychology program leading to a J.D. and Ph.D. was 

established in 1997 with Golden Gate University; this program matriculated its last students in the 2014-15 academic year. The 

PGSP-Stanford Psy.D. Consortium began and was approved by WASC in 2002, followed ōȅ t!¦Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ .Φ{Φ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

in conjunction with De Anza College in 2006.  This program focused on Psychology and Social Action and offered courses on the 

community college campus to improve access to undergraduate education.  In 2009, the undergraduate Business Psychology 

program began at Foothill Community College, paralleling the program at De Anza in structure, with students obtaining their 

ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ tD{t ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǘǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ Lƴ 2013, a second 

Psychology and Social Action program was started at the College of San Mateo.   

PAU was granted WASC approval for a distance education M.S. in Psychology program in 2000. The M.S. in Psychology is 

primarily a preparatory program for students seeking entrance to a Ph.D. program. WASC accredited the PAU M.A. in Mental 

Health Counseling distance education program in 2009, as well as onsite and distance education programs leading to an M.A. in 

Counseling or Counseling Psychology in 2011.  A M.S. degree in Forensic and Correctional Psychology became available in 2010.  

PAU onsite masters degree programs are offered at the main campus and the Gronowski Center facility in Palo Alto, as well as, 

through cooperative agreement, at Cabrillo College campus in Scotts Valley. 

The University participates in collaborations with many community organizations, including Stanford, the Department of 

Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Medical Center, and numerous community mental health care organizations. In addition, PAU 

sponsors several academic centers devoted to child mental health, evidence-base care for LGBTQ clients, excellence in diversity 

and community care, and Internet-based global healthcare.  PAU also maintains several international collaborations, supporting 

local clinical practicum training in China, Argentina, and India for students who participate in the online PAU M.A. in Counseling 

and Counseling Psychology programs.  PAU has also supported research and assistance to communities recovering from trauma 

(for example, in Rwanda and Cambodia). 

CORE PURPOSE 

Expanding the frontiers of psychological science and practice. 

Faculty, students, administrators, trustees, alumni, and staff are committed to fulfilling the core purpose by assuming 

responsibility for their vital and varied roles at PAU. Trustees establish policy and steward the quality and integrity of the 

institution; faculty create and maintain academic programs which define the quality and character of the institution; faculty and 

students actively engage in research, scholarship and instruction; administration oversee the functioning of the institution as a 

whole and its academic programs and the staff oversee administrative matters, facilities and learning resources. All nurture an 

environment conducive to teaching, learning, and working. The entire community is dedicated to the intellectual, personal, and 

professional development of its members and the pursuit of academic integrity. 
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CORE VALUES AND MISSION 

All existing and envisioned programs should embody the following core values: 
Å Diversity in all endeavors  
Å Excellence and distinction in all aspects of programs and operations  
Å Innovation in the pursuit of science, evidence-based practice, and pedagogy  
Å Operational transparency  
Å Fiscal responsibility  
Å Strong, collaborative relationships with local, national, and international partners  
Å /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ  

Mission Statement:  Engaging Minds and Improving Lives Locally and Globally through Innovative Education 

VISION 

Through collaborative leadership, we transform in measurable and accountable ways the quality of lives through psychological 

insights, scientific rigor, and compassion for humanity. 

INSTITUTIONAL AND PROGRAM ACCREDITATION 

 
PAU has been accredited by the WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC) since 1987. Information regarding 

PAU and WSCUC may be obtained at 
 
WASC Senior College and University Commission 
985 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 100 
Alameda, CA 94501 
Phone: (510) 748-9001 
www.wascsenior.org 

The National Register of Health Service Providers in Psychology has approved listing Pacific Graduate School of Psychology at 

Palo Alto University as a Designated Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology and PGSP graduates are eligible for application to 

ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ 

The PGSP Ph.D. Program in Clinical Psychology has been accredited by the American Psychological Association (APA) since 1988. 

The PGSP-Stanford Psy.D. Consortium training program has been accredited by the American Psychological Association (APA) 

since 2006. 

Documents describing the licensing, approvals to operate, accreditation of PAU by WSCUC, and accreditation by APA are 

available in the Omar Seddiqui Research Library. Information regarding accredited programs can also be obtained by contacting 

APA directly at 

Office of Program Consultation and Accreditation 
American Psychological Association 
750 1st Street, NE, Washington, DC 20002 
Phone: (800) 374-2721 / (202) 336-5500 
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INSTITUTIONAL AND PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
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BS IN BUSINESS PSYCHOLOGY LEARNING GOALS 
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BS IN PSYCHOLOGY AND SOCIAL ACTION LEARNING GOALS 
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MA IN COUNSELING LEARNING GOALS 
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